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Four twin-engine aircraft, six biplanes and fran 30 to 35 single-eugine 


planes were parked at tie Koethen (% 52/D $5) airfield on 7 January 1950. 
Ambulance rucks were assigned to the field: 25X1 


- Some of these trucks were seen in town lauling food rations. 


Two cantonment buildings, each LOO meters square, und several small 
cantonment buildings with bombs were on the south edge of tie field. 
Kach bomb wis about 100 centimeters long and 40 centimeters in diameter, 
Ammunition was stored in four cantonument buildings on tne nortn edge or 
the field. 


wo German workers cuployed at the field stated: ‘ne old Bassdorfere 
strasse was converted into a taxivay, 25 metors wide, A new detour was 
scheduled to run 400 meters east of the ficid. An srea of from 160 to 
180 "Morgen" (about 100 to llu acres) was confiscated in early Decem- 

ber 1949. and expansion work started at the field, The new runway was to 
be 60 x 1,700 meters. Construction work, done by 500 workers, was to be 
completed by July 1950. The construction cost was estimated at 9 million 
marks. The runway was to have a depth of 30 centimeters, 75 to &0 percent 
of it filled with gravel, topped by a 6 to 7.5-centimeter concrete layer. 
A daredger had arrived. 


There was no flying at the field oh 10 January 1950. rourteen single- 
engine aircraft were parked in front of tue two eastern hanyars and three 
twin-engine and tue single-enpine planes in. front ef the western uangar. 
A firing range, about 50 x 400 meters, protected on botn sides by 
earthwalls and logs, was on the eastern edge of the field. A grab 
dredger had excavated an about i x 50 x 400-meter area south of tie 
firing range. One third of the length of tiie construction site iad been 
secured by “woodwork (5-meter long beans), As more ground was being sur- 
veved the construction area was apparently to be enlarged, Three ammuni+ 
tion uheds, the largest about 10 x 35 meters, were on the south edge 
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of tie field, to whieh a railroad sour track ran. “ore b. mbs and 

shells were piled nesrby in the one, iaoty bomb cases were scattered 
around, wustinated Lenrth of bombs: 1 meter, dlamete:: 30 om. rour 
cantonment buildin; s were west o1 tiie amnunition dup, Large quanti«- 
ties of recently arrived cesent pipes, each 1 meter in diaceter, were 
shored between tie anunition durp and tne vantomee .t buiidiags. Tne 
pipes were probeuly for use in a draiuare sys.eu. Surveylag work was 
being done outsise tac fleld. Loenl residents said tat adjacent fiesds 
had been confiscated to expand tse aicfielu., lnree battalions, each 
ecui:ped vith four heavy wortars, were dridling at tae airfield. 


There wes little flying at the field fro. 19 December 1545 to 
<0 January 1°50 as tie weather ws :nostly unfavorable. ‘About 45 aircraft 
of four toves wer. parkud outside tse bangers on «U January 1950. 


Description of tue few Pirhters, wisich were orobably stationed at uae 
field Lemporarily: 


Tfnreesbladed propeller, landing sear retracting iawan., Fillo. tube at 
rigat ving, wings iaired isto Tusela.e, cannon wirin, barough propeller 
hub, machine .un turou.a prop -Ller disk. 


Jeseription of Lro=suat ocubers: 


Trreeebieded propeller, a.lemewl dairing, landia, -eur faired an 
apparently retractin,, outiara, two canious unuer tings, a taird 
presujably fidin, throu propeller hub, renr sunner's sustion in 
entirely clazed cockpit, engine vita dicula cooling. A oleck, presua- 
ably for tae Listail:tior od a loos anvenna, .iounted about 1) weters for- 
ward of rudder assenbly, but no loop antenna or inc like Wes seen on 

any plane. iaii vhecl nt retractabie, Pitot tube on right wing. Span 
about 15 eters, Lenvin sbout 11 wéters, ueivat ap to upper ed,e of wck- 
pit about 3.30 meters. so boanb release ..ccu:migi. was observed. bngine 
combing ‘nnd tip ci rudder assembly painteu blue. 


A conetrucsi on en. tuce: @inloyed al the Lield stated: A dar, e«scale 
construction projoct wis unser vay ab tue field, At‘first caatonment 

bu’ idings were bulll «lL the soutneast corner of tue ficld and tec rail- 
road spur track was extended in tiiat direction. sii construction of 4 

60 * 1,200-mecer reroy wis to be completed by wideSunser of 1950. Cone 
sLruction werk on ie runway of Lie Dessau UW vé/s Ou) airfield we nenring 
counletion, 


Nerth of Soe field xasernes there wis an acaunition dumg cf Lhe Soviet 
army unite stationed at. the field (for location see Annex 1;. Tue solidicrs 
wore refiebor ere, black coaulets. lune ammunition durp was capecislly 
fenced dm nu consisted of four dug-in ounker-like sueds, cach about 3 x 15 
meters, cnc covered by x 1! neber earth ayer. the sirin.s ran.e on tne 
western Cdy of tue field wis Sein, considerably enlarced, ‘the fuel 

ducc on baé easbera edge of tac fleld was removed to tue soutuest corner, 
It consiste! oi Li du.-in and & surface contaisers of .ediuua size. tie 
ammunition iid bomb dum) in the soutaeast corner of the Lieic was ueing 
enced Gr ane. une camurnition stored in the open protected oy a roos. aA 

nev wooden sneug wee about 2). x 6 x Ll ueters. “lve sew ecanbeuuedt Suil- 
dinvs, whien vere vrected vest olf t.0 ausmuaition dup in tate-Secenber 
ich¢, were woes..ably to seive as biliets for wor..rs, any draina le 
pipes, each 10 centiseters lon, sud 50 centineters in dieweter, aad 
sravel were stored near Lice canto-went buildins. 4 vonerele wixer 
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and a4 dredser were also tihe-e, 


Ge dine feld was still oceusied by about JC to £00 air force persowiel, 
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25X1A Vonaent : 

25X11 As tiiat expansion work was done at tne airlicld 
and on the runay, The e.istence of tw anuuunition or bomd dup accounts 
for tae presence of a -round attacK ré.iuent. Fart of tue stored auwunie 
tion is apparently assigned to an amay units. Besides the zround attacle 
regimenL, an air reconnaissauc. regiment is assusea to be stati jie 
field, 25X1B 

25X1B 
b, The attached photozrapn of tie ssasunition wiles, vaken by anotne.' 
source®, is transmitted in answer to a special inquiry on the presence 
of ammunition dunos, 

Annex : Koethen Airfield 
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